which may go on to sclerosis of the gastric walls: under this head may be included the abuse of alcohol, which sets up degenerative changes resulting in atrophy of glandular structures and fatty degeneration of muscle. Gastric ectasia sometimes occurs after long continued high fever and in severe anaemia; and it is suggested that, just as anaemia gives rise to fatty degeneration of heart-muscle, followed by dilatation of the cardiac cavities, it may in a similar fashion produce dilatation of the stomach. It is important to bear in mind that this condition may occur in the later stages of typhoid fever, and protract convalescence.
One case that recently came under my observation seems to show that it may occasionally lead to death.
A patient died unexpectedly in the fifth week of the disease, apparently from syncope ; the fever had run a mild course, and she was progressing favourably towards convalescence. At the autopsy, the only cause to which death could be attributed was that the stomach was enormously distended with gas, and had pushed up the diaphragm and, presumably, thus interfered with the action of the heart.
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